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A World of New (and Old) Camellias

Camellias have been a staple of southern gardens for nearly 2 centuries
and it is no wonder why. These large upright growgmgrgreens require
minimal maintenance once wedistablished in the landscape and can easily
outivet he gardeners who plant them. Th
more across and are born over an extended period with the typical Camellia
Japonica season beginning in late December and lasting into May. The number
of cultivars are in the thousands agdu can find almost any combination of
colors and forms to suit your tastes.

While Camellia japonica hémng been hybridized fats larger flowers the
lowly Sasanqua types have been seemingly marginalized but Bobby Green and
Green Nurserieef Fairhope Alabama have been working ¢bange aII of
that. Their new lineof Sasanqua
Tricolor Superba Camelliaoffer a longer flavering
season, consistent habijtgreat
colors and color combinationas well as health and vigdvlany of these new
Camellias are now part of tieouthern Living Plant Collectiofhese
Sasanquas lend themselves to the landscajilk avrange of mature sizes,
increased tolerance for less than pect soils, as well as the fact that they
typically withstand full sun to parus conditions equally well.

For yearsShiShi Gashirhas been the standard faiwarflandscape
Sasaquasin the Southeasti-rom October through December it loads up wit
richrose pink, 2 " wi d-@ouble fosvens whose petals blanket the
ground beneath the plants. S8hi Gashiraonsistently has a nice tight, low
growing habit with dark green falje, good disease resistance, and excelle
reliability making it the perfect landscape plar8o reliable in fact that it was
selected as Louisiana Super Plant2010andas aMississippi Medallion %l
award winner in 20020n the Green Nurserieg/ebsite their description says Dream™ Quilt
that ShiShiGashira sStill‘the
standard by which all serdiwarf Camellias are judged. Tough as Chuck Norris,
for a bit heavier soils and full sun, where other Camellias cannot veénturé. t
seems as if the goal at Green Nurseries has been to create new Sasanquas an
Camellias that have similar or even better characteristics than this gold
standard even though there seems little room for improvement and yet they
have done just that.

Oh and if you like SHbhi Gashira yoare sure to lovéreeri s BYIThise s
compactSasanqua produces perfect forfally double, 3 wide flowers with
strongblue and purpldones Greeris Blue$was the winner of the

Green’s Blues™ — dwarf



http://www.greennurseries.com/
http://southernlivingplants.com/shrubs/
http://almostedenplants.com/shopping/shopexd.asp?id=639
http://www.lsuagcenter.com/en/our_offices/research_stations/Hammond/Features/super_plants/fall_2010/CamelliaShishiGashira.htm
http://msucares.com/news/print/sgnews/sg02/sg021104.html
http://almostedenplants.com/shopping/shopexd.asp?id=9636
http://almostedenplants.com/shopping/default.asp
http://almostedenplants.com/shopping/shopexd.asp?id=9636
http://almostedenplants.com/shopping/shopexd.asp?id=10661
http://almostedenplants.com/shopping/shopexd.asp?id=10534

International Ralph Peegkward as tle best new Camellia sasanqua for 2008
These should be readagter this year orspring of 2015!

Extending the flowering season Hasgbeen oneof their goals and with ~ §
selectionghat make up theDreant seriesthey seem to have accomplished
that. These compact growing Sasanquas flower from October through

December and with ‘Dream Team’ ca 0
areallsemdoubl e, 3”7 wi de, aiegdtedaftleetvwoh i
that we currentlyo f fDeeamQuilt’ i s and/lowkrgrowing whereas

‘DreamTearh i s sl ow

will eventually havea dense upright

habit. .

The October Magic series, 4 A
selected for the Southern Living St am ™
Plant Collection, seem to run the Dream™ Team
gauntlet from petite and compact
to tall growing types that are useful
as screensrad as specimen plants.
Colors range from rich reds, pinks,
white, and variegated forms with |
double and semdoubleflowers
e A _ ! For a compact red considérctober

i Magic Rubwith its low compact

October Magic® Rose habit similar to ShEhi Gashira and
fully double, ruby red, peony form
flowers. Like the Dream series it flowers from October to December. If yo 3 L
looking for a larger growing, vigorous selection look no further tbatober

) . October M
Magic Rosel.oads of deep corgink double flowers are produced over an o i
extended period on this medium sized evergreen beginning in early fall. SR,
October Magic Inspiratiois truly an inspiration, producing double to peony
form, white flowers that are edged in a deep fuchsia pink or8a’6 H-5 X W4j&
plant. U

If you are familiar with theverp o pul ar * L e s | ill definifely n
want t o gMobnshadow k n @rdem MNurseries introduction
produces 3" wide, doubl e f-pimkwdafs §
this on a vigorous, wkebranched plant with an upright habit that is suitable &%
a specimen or for screening.

We enjoy fragrance at least as much as thetrmeersonand well to
be honest the majority of Camellias and Sasanquas are lacking. But
with mucheffort over the pasfew decadeshe Camellia pbridizers
have been working to overcome that as well. We are now finally able
to begin offering atrulyfragrnt Camel | i a afmhh opr
Fragrancé . I'ts strong perfume has be
reminiscent of Jasmine, Sweet Pea, and Rase lean toward the
latter. Hgh Fragrance produces medium to large, pale to medium
pink, peony form flowers with a boss of golden yellow stamens in mid
to late season on a vigorous growing Camellia. Vigorous enough that it

High Fragrance



http://almostedenplants.com/shopping/shopexd.asp?id=10534&bc=no
http://almostedenplants.com/shopping/shopexd.asp?id=10194&bc=no
http://almostedenplants.com/shopping/shopexd.asp?id=10537&bc=no
http://almostedenplants.com/shopping/shopexd.asp?id=10537&bc=no
http://almostedenplants.com/shopping/shopexd.asp?id=10536
http://almostedenplants.com/shopping/shopexd.asp?id=10536
http://almostedenplants.com/shopping/shopexd.asp?id=10193
http://almostedenplants.com/shopping/shopexd.asp?id=10535
http://almostedenplants.com/shopping/shopexd.asp?id=10662&bc=no
http://almostedenplants.com/shopping/shopexd.asp?id=10662&bc=no
http://almostedenplants.com/shopping/shopexd.asp?id=10536
http://almostedenplants.com/shopping/shopexd.asp?id=10194
http://almostedenplants.com/shopping/shopexd.asp?id=10537
http://almostedenplants.com/shopping/shopexd.asp?id=10662

even lends itself to tree
forms! For the 2015 season
~ we are boking tohave
additional fragrant

Camelliasvailable ’
includi nfgai Fir
and ‘French :

Here area fewof the
other Camellias that wee
added this yearBlack

- Magic—verydark, Egao "t
Susy Dirr CorkscrewEdna Campbell [
VariegatedGay BabylL.a  §%
PeppermintNuccids CameoRoyal VelvetSusy Dirrand Tricolor Superba. Tg
see our complete listing of Camellias juktk here

All Camellia and Sasanqua imagescangrtesy ofBobby Green and Green Nurseries.

2014 Fall Open House — the weekend of September 20th & 21st

We' ve added over 170 new plants to our of thiegméwiags f o
everyone! So clear your calendas we will be opening our doors to the public for our Fall Open House from3iAlM
both days. We’ || have a vari ety odésuppliesaretstdl availatdec i al s s «

Raising Butterflies

Sometimes it seems like we are on a fantasticalias
African safari as we walk throudifie nursery and ;
gardens here where we spot Zebras, Tigers, and "‘
Giants on a regular basis. Fortuelgtthey are all
Swallowtailbutterfly species that we find in our
gardens this time of year here in Southwest
LouisianaWe also have Spicebush, Palamedes, a
unusually Eastern Black Swallowtails as well as
Sulphurs, Red Spotted Purples, Goatweset]
Buckeyebutterfliesalongwith a host of Skipper
Their favorite perennial nectar sources in our %
garden at the momentin order of preferencare: + Monarch
Porterweed, Abelias, Lantana, Liatasd Butterfly Bush

It is not uncommon for us to find cuddly caterpillars on our plants in thdeyes
and nursery and this year has been no exception. We have managed to raise several

=
Monarch Chrysalis Eastern Black Swallowtails, Gulf Fritillariesseems there may be hundreds by the

end of the season, and our | atest Monar
chrysaldes As | have mentioned before Monarchs this time of year are uncommour areaso we were excited to

see the blackwhite, and yellow striped caterpillars on our Asclepias but finding the wonderfully camouflaged chrysalis is
often a little mae difficult. The image on the lefshows onéhangingbeneathone of our plant tablesYesterday ifinally
emerged as an aduliWe wonder to ourselvelsow far north it willget before it is time tourn around and head back



http://almostedenplants.com/shopping/shopdisplayproducts.asp?id=145&cat=Camellias
http://almostedenplants.com/shopping/shopexd.asp?id=10538
http://almostedenplants.com/shopping/shopexd.asp?id=10660
http://almostedenplants.com/shopping/images/full/Monarch%20Chrysalis.jpg
http://almostedenplants.com/shopping/images/full/Monarch%20Butterfly,%20adult.jpg

Eastern Black Swallowtail
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platform at the bottom This is a greatn
children to the w

plants you can simply add a festems with fresh leaas, or even just leaves
each day to feed them. When we raibeem indoors we like to mist the
chrysalis every day to every other day due to the lower humidity le@else
the wings havédully hardened and thedult butterfliesbegin fluttering

around they can be carefully released

\

Eastern Black Swallowtail Caterpillar

south as the migration begins in milgust. To learn more about their
migration, watch it in real time, or to report yositings visit theMlonarch
pageat Journey North

We often raise our catepillars in
a butterfly house similar to what
you would see at thiButterfly
School web pagerhe only
di fference i s t
embroidery hoopgpurple & gold,
GO Tigef§ in place of the
cardboardcutoutsbut the cutouts
would also provide a supporting
d inexpensivevay tointroduce
onders of metamo¥

into thedgm.

Have you raised butterflies in
your garden this year? We would - o
love to hear about it so send us amail, feel free to include pictures, and
with your per mi s sHazoolpage: | | post it

For anyone who has an appreciation for all things butterfly related be sure
not to miss theHaynesville Butterfly Festival on Saturday, September 43
We hope to see you thetd o learn more about this great event judick
here.

If you know anyonelsewho might enjoy our periodicewsletterfeel free
to let them know thathey cansign upat the following link:
http://almostedenplants.com/shopping/shopcontent.asp?type=Email

Thank yow& Good Growing,

John, Bonnie, and Jeff McMillian
And the Crew atAlmost Eden

1240 Smith Rd, Merryville, LA 70653
(337) 3752114
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